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COMTRIBUTED PHOTOD

The Mational Association for Female Executives recently named Valerie Cooper, president and art adviser of Picture
That LLC, as ks 2010 Qutstanding Entreprencur of the Year. She was one of 12 *women of excelience” honored by
the 10.000-member, Mew York City-based organization. Cooper, who founded her business in 2002 after 15 years
in risk management at Goldman Sachs & Co., is an example to women how they can achieve their goals through
perseverance, said Betty Spence, president of the national association.

Cooper recognized

or her works 1n art

Excellent example: Stamford consultant receives award for entrepreneurial
success as president of Picture That, launched in 2002 after years at Goldman Sachs

Richard Lee
stafi wWriter

. Valerie Cooper, the former Wall
Streeter and current owner of a
fine-art consultancy in Stamford,
mow can hang a national award on
her wall along with all those paint-
ings.

* The National Association for Fe-
male Executives recently named
Cooper, president and art adviser of
Picture That LLC, as {ts 2010 Out-
standing Entrepreneur of the Year,
She was one of 12 “women of excel-
lence™ honored by the 10,000-mem-
ber, New York City-based organiza-
tion.

' Cooper, who founded her busl-
ness in 2002 after 15 years in risk
management at Goldman Sachs &
Co., is an example to women how
they can achieve their goals through

perseverance, said Betty Spence,
president of thé national associa-
tion.

“What impressed us was the way
she built the business, and the dif-
ference it has made in diversity,”
sald Spence, adding that early in
her career at Goldman Sachs, Coo-
per had curated exhibits of Afrl-
can-American art for the company.
“Her clients love her. Valerie swept
us away.”

The business, which secks to pro-

mote the careers of women and peo-

ple of color, is based on relationship
building with companies through-
out the region, Cooper said.

A key factor in her company's
growth was recognizing the need
to expand her expertise in art. She
went back to school, earning a cer-
tificate in art appraisal from New
York University.

“1t came out of the Idea that ina
down economy art is sold, Before
yousell it, you have it appraised.
The appraisal side of the market
was quite lucrative,” said Cooper,
who has advized private corporate
clients.

She credits her supporters with
helping keep the business afloat
during the economic downturn.

“Had it not been for my key con-
stituents, it would have been very
tough,” Cooper sald.

Cooper, 48, o summa cum laude
graduate of Morgan State University,
has provided services to corpdrate
clients including Diageo Ple, Bank of

- Ameriea, General Electric Co., Gen-

worth, IBM, Northeast Utilitles, Pit-
ney Bowes and UBS AG.

Health-care facilities, realizing
the therapeutic value of art, also are
amaong her clients,
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